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ABSTRACT 

A new genus, Kurziodendron in Euphorbiaceae based on Sabia viridissima Kurz is described with 
illustrations. 


In 1872 Kurz, based on his specimens (lacking 
in fruits) from Andaman Islands, described a 
species Sabia viridissima . In the absence of any 
indication of a holotype by Kurz in his protologue 
and after a study of his authentic material, I 
designate Calcutta Herbarium accession number 
97543 as the Lectotype of this species. Later in 
1896 King, while studying these specimens of Kurz 
discovered them to be mixed, partly referable to 
Erythropalum scandens Bl. of Olacaceae and partly 
to Blachia Baill. of Euphorbiaceae. The specimen 
with King’s annotation of ‘ Erythropalum scandens 
Bl.’ in Calcutta Herbarium clearly fits into the des¬ 
cription of Kurz and definitely belongs to that 
species. Though King was correct in referring the 
other part to Euphorbiaceae, he erred in placing it 
in Blachia because it lacks the pinnate venation of 
leaves, umbellate or recemose inflorescence, numer¬ 
ous stamens and the enlarged-calyx in fruit, cha¬ 
racteristic of Blachia . 

During a study of unidentified specimens of 
Euphorbiaceae in the Calcutta Herbarium, a set of 
62 specimens of 18 different collections, all from: 
Andaman Islands and referable to Sabia viridis¬ 
sima Kurz was unearthed.^ A study of these speci¬ 
mens including the authentic material of Kurz has 
shown that both Kurz and King erred in some res¬ 
pects and that the material represent a new genus 
in Euphorbiaceae, approaching nearer to Trigonos- 
temon Blume rather than to Blachia Baillon. 
Kurziodendron Balak. gen. nov. Pertinet ad C 7 uy- 
tieas Pax & Cluytiinas Pax, affinisque est Trigo- 
nostemoni Blume, a quo tamen differt foliis 
palmatim ad basin trinervis, inflorescentia Jaxe 
paniculata, floribus femineis apetalis. 

Frutex glabar subvolubilis. Folia alterna, petio- 
lata, Integra, ad basin palmatim trinervia, nervis 
lateralibus 4-6-jugis e medio nervo emergentibus, 
glabra, oblongo-elliptica, obovata, ad apicem acumi¬ 
nata, ad basin cuneata vel rotunda. Flores monoid 
in cymas paniculatas laxe axillares vel terminales 
dispositi. Flores masculi: Pedicelli capillares; 
sepaia 5, hypogyna, imbricata, ovata, inaequaliter 


unita ad basin, graciliter membranacea. Petala 5 
libera hyalina imbricata ovato-rotunda, sepalis 
multo longiora. Discus cupularis, margine undu- 
lato. Stamina 3, filamentis paulum ad basin uni- 
tis, supra liberis; antheris ovoideis, extrorsis. Pis- 
tillodium nullum. Flores feminini: Pedicelli longi, 
supra incrassati. Sepaia 5, unita ,ad marginem 
receptaculi concavi, imbricata, ovata, acuta. Stami- 
nodia nulla. Discus cupularis, margine tenui undu- 
lato. Ovarium ovoideum, sursum fastigatum 3-locu- 
lare; ovulis pendulis solitariis in singulis loculis. Styli 
3, breves, infra uniti, liberi supra, singuli ornati 
stigmate bifido soleae ferreae simili. Capsula 3- 
locularis, coccis singulis vivalvis; endocarpo crus- 
taceo. Semina ovoidea, globosa, ecarunculata. 
Species typica sequens. 

Kurziodendron viridissunum (Kurz) Balak. comb. 

nov. et descr. emend. Sabia viridissima Kurz in 
J. As. Soc. Beng. 41(2): 304, 1872; Hook. f. FI. 
Brit. Ind. 2: 3, 1876; Kurz, For. FI. Brit. Burma 
1: 301, 1877. Blachia viridissima (Kurz) King 
J. As. Soc. Beng. 65(2): 455, 1896. 

Frutex subvolubilis glaber. Folia alterna, glabra, 
luteolo-viridia cum sicca, membranacea, palmatim 
trinervia ad basin nervis lateralibus 4-6-jugis e nervo 
medio surgentibus, obovato-oblonga, elliptico-lan- 
ceolata vel oblanceolata, ad apicem acuminata vel 
caudata, ad basin cuneata vel anguste rotundata, 
6-21 cm longa, 2-7 cm lata, juvenilia quidem pilosa 
ad nervos, marginibus integris; petiolis, 1.5-4.0 cm 
longis sparse pilosis; stipulis minutis subulatis cito 
caducis, scabre pilosis. Flores monoici, albi vel 
pallide cremei, in cymas laxe paniculatas axillares 
vel terminales dispositi, bracteis minutis subulatis, 
dense operti pilis scabris. Flores masculini: Pedi¬ 
celli capillares, 0.5-1.5 cm longi. Sepaia 5, hypo¬ 
gyna, imbricata, sparse pilosa, ovata, obtusa, in¬ 
aequaliter ad basin unita, tenuiter membranacea, 
ca. 1 mm longa. Petala 5, libera, tenuissima, hya¬ 
lina, imbricata, ovato-rotundata, sepalis multo 
longiora. Discus cupularis. Columna staminalis 
brevis, emergens e medio disci cupularis, ad apicem 
coronata antheris 3 ovoideis extrorsis, thecis ovoi- 
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deis. Pistillodium nullum. Flore9 feminini: Pedi- 
celli ca. 1.5 cm longi, supra incrassati in receptacu- 
lum. Sepala 5, unita ad marginem receptaculi 
concavi, imbricata, ovata, acuta, membranacea, 
sparse scabre pilosa.’ Staminodia nulla. Discus 
cupularis, margine undulato, tenuis. Ovarium 
ovatum, sursum fastigatum, 3-loculare, uno ovulo 
pendulo ex apice uniuscuiusque loculi; styli 3, 
breves, uniti infra sed curvati supra, singuli ornati 
stigmate bifido soleae ferreae simili ad apicem. Cap- 
sula 3-locularis, cocci singuli bivalves, ca. 1 cm longi, 

1 cm lati. Semina globosa, ecarunculata, ca. 8 mm 
diam.; testa nitens, brunneolo-grisea. 

Typus : Kurz s. n. (in CAL herbario sub numcro* 
accessionis 97543). Lectotypus designatur a me. 
Korziodendron Balak. gen. nov. (belongs to the 
Tribe Cluytieae Pax and Subtribe Cluytiinae Pax) 
related to the genus Trigonostemon Blume, but 
differs in the leaves being palmately trinerved 
at base, the inflorescence a lax panicle of cymes 
and the apetalous female flowers. 

Glabrous, straggling shrubs. Leaves alternate, 
petiolate, entire, palmately, trinerved at base, with 
4-6 pairs of lateral nerves arising from the midrib, 
glabrous, oblong-elliptic, obovate, acuminate at 
apex, cuneate or rounded at base. Flowers monoe¬ 
cious in axillary or terminal lax paniculate cymes. 
Male flowers: Pedicels capillary. Sepals 5, hypogy- 
nous, imbricate, ovate, unequally united at base, 
thinly membranous. Petals 5, free, hyaline, imbri¬ 
cate, ovate-rotund, much longer than sepals. Disc 
cupular, margin wavy. Stamens 3, filaments slightly 
united at base, free above; anthers -ovoid, extrorse. 
Pistillode absent. Female flowers: Pedicels long, 
thickened above. Sepals 5, united on the edge of 
the concave receptacle, imbricate, ovate, acute- 
Staminodes absent. Disc cupular, margin thin, 
wavy. Ovary ovoid, tapering upwards, 3-celled; 
ovules pendulous, solitary in each cell. Style 3, 
short, united at base, free above, each with a slightly 
bifid horse-shoe-shaped stigma. Capsule 3-oelled, 
each coccus a-valved; endocarp crustaceous. Seeds 
ovoid, globose, ecarunculate. 

Type species the following. 

Kurziodendron viridissimum (Kurz) Balak. 

Glabrous, straggling shrubs. Leaves alternate, gla¬ 
brous, yellowish green when dry, membranous, pal¬ 
mately trinerved at base with 4-6 pairs of lateral veins 
arising from the midrih, ohovate-oblong, elliptic-lan¬ 
ceolate or oblanceolate, acuminate or caudate at 
apex, cuneate or narrowly rounded at base, 6-21 cm 
long, 2-7 cm wide, young leaves hairy on nerves, 
margins entire; petiole 1.5-4.0 cm long, sparsely 
hairy; stipules small, subulate, early caducous, 
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scabrous hairy. Flowers: monoecious, white or 
pale cream coloured, in axillary or terminal lax 
glabrous paniculate cymes; bracts minute, subulate, 
densely covered with scabrous hairs. Male flowers: 
Pedicels capillary, 0.5-1.5 cm long. Sepals 5, hypo- 
gynous, imbricate, sparsely hairy, ovate, obtuse, 
unequally united at base, thinly membranous, about 
1 mm long. Petals 5, free, very thin, hyaline, im¬ 
bricate, ovate-rotund, much longer than sepals. Disc 



Plate I : Sabta viridissima Kurz 

cupular. Staminal column short, rising from the 
center of the cup-shaped disc, crowned at top by 3 
ovoid extrorse anthers; thecae ovoid. Pistillode 
absent. Female flowers: Pedicels about 1.5 cm 
long, thickened above towards the receptacle. Sepals 
5, united on the edge of the concave receptacle, im¬ 
bricate, ovate acute, membranous, sparsely scabrous 
hairy. Staminodes absent. Disc cupular, the edge 
wavy, thin. Ovary ovoid, tapering upwards, 3-celled 
with a single pendulous ovule, suspended from the 
top of each cell. Styles 3, short, united below but 
free and curved upwards, each with a slightly bifid 
horse-shoe-shaped capitate stigma. Capsule 3-celled, 
each coccus a-valved, about 1 cm long, about 1 cm 
broad. Seeds globose, ecarunculate, about 8 mm in 
diameter; seed coat shining, brownish-grey (Fig9.1-7). 
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Kurziodendron viridisstmum (Kurz) Baiak. 

Figs. 1-7: h Branch with inflorescence. 2. Male flower. 3. Sepal. 4. Female flower with perianth opened out, 
showing disc* 5. h.S. of female flower. 6. Fruit. 7, Seed, (all from Rogers 252 in CAL Herbarium). 
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TYPE: Kurz s. n . (CAL Herbarium Accession 
No, 97543) collected from Port Blair, South Anda¬ 
mans is designated as the Lectotype of this species 
(Plate I). 

SPECIMENS EXAMINED (All from Central 
National Herbarium, Calcutta): Andaman Islands : 
Salt Factory, East Coast, 20 September 1890, King 
s.n.; Chouldhari Jungle, 3 November 1894, King's 
collector s.n. ; Protheropur, April 1891, Prain s.n.; 
without locality, 6 February 1899, Prain's collector 
s.n.; without locality, 20 April 1901, Prain’s collec¬ 
tor 88. Middle Andamans: High Land, 29 May 
1884, King’s collector 282. South Andamans: With¬ 
out locality, 8 March 1901, Heinig 391; Anikhet 
Jungle Hill, 13 June 1891, King s.n.; Near Port 
Blair, 9 September 1884, Kings collector s.n.; Tuson- 
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bad Hill Jungle, 11 June 1892, King's collector s.n.; 
Cadellgunj Hill Jungle, 26 August 1892, King's 
collector s.n.; Port Monat Hill Jungle, 15 April 
1893, King's collector s.n.; Between Corbyn’s Cave 
and Brookesabad Hill Jungle, 9 June 1894, Kings 
collector s.n.; Dundas Point Hill Jungle, 18 x 4 pril 
1895, King's collector s.n.; Port Monat, Kurz s.n.; 
Baratang Island, 16 January 1904, Prain's collector 
31 ; Rutland Island, 10-15 m > 8 May 1904, Rogers 
252. 
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